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to be the one bhasis of exchapge on which
all the nations of the world are agreed, and
it appears to me that the present state of
world unrest will scrve to accenfuate the
demand for gold. In view of its importance,
theretore, it is essential that the industry
be fostered and nurtared. The recent re-
marks of Professor Whitfeld should eclaim
the attention of all. In addressing the In-
stitute of Engineers of Australia, the pro-
fessor urged that wider powers should be
uranted to the Mines Depariment to ensure
thar our mines were worked scientifieally
and that valuable State assets were not
wasted or destroyed for the sake of in-
dividual  profits. The  professor is
confident that, with proper control, the in-
dustry ¢an be maintained for many years to
come,  If 13 & utatter for regret that during
the past year the number of fatal accidents
that occurred in the mining industry has
assumed alarming proportions. This is an
aspect to which the Government must give
their closest attention hecause it is causing
grave concern and anxiety to the men em-
ploved in the mines and threatens to affect
their morale. Another aspeet that is sure
to claim attention is the shorter working
week. Mining is a very dangerous and
hazardows oecupation and in view of that
and the nnmense profits heing earned from
it, the elaim of the men for a shorter work-
inr week must receive mosf serious con-
sideration. There is a world-wide trend
towards the shortening of working hours,
and unless we realise it and grapple with
the problem, it will assuredlxy solve itself in
some unpleasant form. Other subjects upon
which T should like to touch are workers
homes and decentralisation. but other mem-
bers from the goldfields especially will un-
doubtedly deal with them during the course
of the debate. In passing, however, T must
mention that the housing problem on the
zoldfields is still very acnte, and exorbitant
rents ave bheing extracted from the workers.
We are hopeful that the start made in ex-
tending the operations of the Workers’
Homes Board to Kalgoorlie will continue.
We hope also that the Government will give
their practical and moral support to the
growing movement in favour of opening
up the port of Esperance for roldfields’
Freizhts. Great quantities of maehinery and
other goods which must be purchased from
the Eastern States are at present being
shipped all the way to Fremantle and then
conveved by rail to the goldfields. We on

the goldficlds are of opinion that this is a
hardship on all affected, and that a great
improvement could be made by utilising the
port of Esjrerance, which is the natural port
of the goldfields, In conelusion, may I ex-
press the wish that this session of the six-
teenth Pavliament of Western Australia wil]
achieve a great amount of good for the
peopie, not only of Western Australia, but
of the Commonweslth, to which we all
belong.

HON. T, MOORE (Central) [439]: I
formally second the motion.

On motion by Hon, C. F. Baster, debate
adjourned.

llonse adjourned at 3.41 p.m.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMELY.

The Legislative Assemblvy met at noon,
puwrsuant to Proclamation by His Exeel-
leney the Lieut.-Governor, which proelama-
tion was read hy the Clerk (Mr. F. G,
Steere).

MESSAGE—OPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONER.

A Message from His Excellency’s Com-
missioner requested the attendance of mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly in the
Legislative Council Chamber. Hon., mem-
bers having aceordingly proeeeded to that
Chamber and heard the Commission read,
they returned to the Assembly Chamber.
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SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

His Honour Mr. Justiee Dwyer having
been commissioned by the Lieut.-Governor,
appeared in the Assembly Chamber to ad-
ninister to members the oath of allegiance
to His Majesty the King.

The Clerk produced election writs show-
ing the return of 50 members; also writs
for by-elections for East Perth and for Nor-
tham (Ministerial ve-election).

All the members elected, with the excep-
tion of the Premier (Hon.' P. Collier—
Boulder), the Minister for Justice (ITon.
J. €. Willcock—Geraldton), Miss IHolman
(Forrest), Mr. Hughes (East Perth) and
Mr. Marshall {Murchison) were present and
took and subscribed the oath as requived by
~tatute and signed the roll.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—JMt. Magnet) [1245]: The
House being duly constituted, T now move—

That Me, Panton do take the Chair of this
House as Speaker.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (MHon.
5. W. AMunsic—Hannans): 1 second the
motion.

MRB. PANTON (l.cederville}: I submit
myself to the will of the House.
There heing no other nomination,

The SPEAKER-ELECT, bhaving been
conducted to the Chair hy the mover and
seconder of the motion, said: I desire to
thank hon. members very sincerely for the
hononr eonferred upon me to-day in re-
clecting me as Speaker of this House. 1
can only say that T will use my best en-
deavours to earry on the traditions and fol-
low the example set by my predecessors,
and I feel sure that with the co-operation
and assistance of hon. memhers, we shali
have & very happy and harmonious Parlia-
ment, @iven that co-operation, members
will at least have no regret at having ap-
pointed me to the honourable position of
Speaker.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—)Mt. Magnet) [12.47]: I desire
to offer vou, Sir, the congratulations of the
House on your re-election to the very high
and distinguished position of Speaker. The
Assembly has had experience of your admin-

istration as Speaker during the last three
vears, and as vour election has been unanim-
ous, it is an indication that you enjoy the
confidence of the Honse and that the House
kas been satisfied with your judgment, in-
legrity and ecapacity. Tt is quite possible
that we shall not have too easy a task in
this Parliament, heeanse the numbers are
more even, but the Speaker always com-
mands the rvespect of the Hounsze and the
House is always prepared to aceept his judg-
ments. 1 am sure that you possess not only
the ability hut the temperament to preside
over the House with dignity, capacity and
courage, and I can assure youn that you will
find the House as a whole only too willing
ta uphold your judgment as far as possible.
I do not say that there will not be objec-
tions somefimes, but vyour temperament,
capacity and fairness entitle yvou to respect
whieh I am sure you will receive. On he-
half of the House, I offer you congratula-
tions.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [1249]:
May T also tender eomgratulations to vou,
Sir, on vour appointment for a second term
as Speaker of this House. While I endorse
a great deal of whar the Minister for Lands
has said, 1 cammot say that we have always
heen satisfied with your rulings. At the
same fime we have alwayvs obeyved yvour ml-
ings, believing that your decisions have heen
marked by that fairness which vou always
display, We had a very easy time during
the last Parlinment, and, owing to the man-
ner in which you conducted the business of
the House and the high esteem in whieh you
are held, I do not anticipate that there will
he any great trouble for you during this
Parliament.  You know that I am always
pleased to congratulaie you becanse von are
a fellow digger. On the previous oceasion
when you were elected Speaker, I told vou
how pleased T was to recall the first time I
met vou. We congratulate you on your
appointment and hope that during this Par-
liament the good feeling that existed in the
last Parliament will continue.

HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [12.50]:
On behalf of wmembers of the House who
sit on these eross-henches I desire to asso-
ciate mvself with the ntterances of the Minis-
ter for Lands and those of the Leader of
the QOpposition in offering congratulations
to vou, Mr. Speaker, on aceeptance of your
high oflice. I do not share for onc moment
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the fear which has been in some measure
expressed by the Minister for Lands that
tHie faet of the Houze in this Parliament
being more evenly divided will lead to any
challenge of vour authority, I can assure
you. Sir, that we on these benches will on
every oceasion where yon exercise your
judgment—as we fecl =ure you will exercise
it to the hest of vour conscience and ability
—uive vou our support. Therefore I do
uot anticipate that there will be any greater
difticulty in your handling of the House dur-
ing the ensuing session than vou have found
in the past Parliament. T again tender to
yvou, Sir, the eongralulations of this part of
the louse.

Mr. SPEARER: I thank hon. members
for their congratulations.

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER-
ELECT.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
AL F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) {12.53]: 1 desire
fo announee that Iis Excellency the Lieut.-
tiovernor will now be pleased to receive the
Speaker and such hon. members as desire
to aecompany him.

Nitting suspended Jrom 250ty LIS pam.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 desire to report that T
Lave submitted my=elf to His Excellency the
Lient.-Governor, and that Iis Execellency has
heen pleazed to express his satisfaction at
the choice of the Assembly in the following
ferms :—

The Hon. the RXpeaker of the Legislative As-
~tmbly,—It is with much pleasure 1 learn that
von have been clected by the members of the
Legislative Assembly to the high and honour-
able office of Speaker of that House. | lave
every confidence that you will fill the oftice in
a4 warthy and dignified manner, and T have
the honour to affirm the constitutional rights
amd privileges hitherfo enjoyed by the Legis.
lative  Assembly  of  this  State~—(Signed)
Jumes Mitelell, Licut.-Goverior,

DEMISE OF HIS MAJESTY KING
GEORGE V.: ACCESSION Or HIS
MAJESTY KING EDWARD VIII.

THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
‘Hon. H. Millington—3t. Hawthorn)
{1.207: T move—

That the following address he transmitted

to His Excellency the Lient.-Governor for pre-
sentation to His Majesty the King:—*'We,

the members of the Legislative Assembly in
the Parliament of the State of Western Aus-
tralia, take this the earliest opportunity of
expressing our deep sympnthiy in the preat sor-
row which Your Majesty has sustained through
the death of your illustrious futher, and our
late heloved Sovercign, King George V.77

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) f1.21]: I
beg leave to seeond the motion.
Question passed, members standing.

THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. Millington—23i, Hawthorn)
11.227: 1 move—

That the following address be transmitted
to Nis Exeelleney the Licat.-Governoe for pre-
sentation to His Majesty the King:— *We, the
newmhers of the Legislative Assembly in the
Parliament of the State of Western Australia,
humbly offer aur sincere congratolations on
Your Majesty's aceession to the Throne, We
desire to assure Your Majesty of our lovalty
and devotion, and te express the hope that
Your Majesty may enjoy o lemg and prosper-
aous reipm,’?

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [1.23]: In
seeonding the mation, T de-ire to add that
the terms of the motion itself convey the feel-
thgs of members on this side of the House
towards His Majesty the Wing. We desire to
assoeiafe ourselves fully with the motion,
and te congratulate His Majesty the King
on his aceession to the Throne,

Question put and passed,

Sittinyg suspended from 1.21 ta 255 pom,

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT-
GOVERNOR,

Mr. Speaker and hon. members, in re-
sponse to summons, proceeded to the Legis-
lative Council and, having heard His Ex-
cellency deliver the openine Speech (ride
Council report ante), returned to the Lewis-
lative Assembly Chamber. Mr. Speaker re-
sumed the Chair.

BILL—FREMANTLE LITERARY
INSTITUTE MORTGAGE.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
AL F. Troy =Mt Moagned) [3.307: Tn order
to assert and maintain the undounhted rights
and privileges of this House to initiate legis-
lation, T move, without notice, for leave to
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introduce a Bill entitled the Fremantle
Literary Institute Mortgage Bill.

Leave given; Bill introduced and read a
first time.

LIEUT-GOVERNOR’'S OPENING
SPEECH, DISTRIBUTION.

Mr, SPEAKER: In company with hon,
members of this Chamber, I attended His
Exeelleney the Lieut.-Governor in the Legis-
lative Council Chamber to hear the Speech
which His Excellency was pleased to deliver
to both Houses of Parliament. For greater
acouracy I have had printed copies of the
Speech distributed amongst members of ilLis
Chamber.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.
MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) {3.32]: 1

move—

That the following Address be presented to
His Excellency in reply to the Speech he has
been pleased to deliver to Parliament:—¢‘May
it please Your Excelleney: We, the members of
the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of
the State of Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our
Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your
Exeellency for the Speecch you have heen pleased
to deliver to Parlinment.*’

Before proceeding to deal briefly with His
Excelleney’s Speech and matters that vitally
affect my own electorate, I wish to con-
gratulate you, Sir, upon having agnin
been clected to the important position
of Speaker of this Assembly. Tt mmst
be pleasing to you, Sir, and it eannot
be taken as anything other than a
tribute to the manner in which vou earried
out your duties during the sessions of the
last Parliament, Had you net given entire
satisfaction to the members of this Assem-
bly, vou would not he sitting in the Chair
again as you are to-day., I wish also to
congratulate the Premier-—unfortunately he
is absent on aceount of illness—on having
again been appointed head of the Glovern-
ment of Western Australia. Also T would
congratulate the Leader of the Opposition
on retaining the confidence of his party., I
sincerely hope that gentleman will hold that
position for a great number of years to
come. I desire to express my regret at the
absence of Mr. Willeock, the Deputy Leader
of the House, who is seriousiy ill in hospital.

I understand I have but a limited time at
my disposal to-day, and so I propose to
make the best of it in submitting brief refer-
ences to His Excellency’s Speech, and even
mote particularly to matters of vital import
in my own electorate. The first subject to
be dealt with is, natarally, that of the gold
mining industry. It is recognised that the
gold mining industry has {wice saved this
State from stagnation, Many years ago,
in the enrly history of Western Australia,
the discovery of gold lifted the State from
the doldrums and placed it on the map of
the Commonwealth. Tharing the last six or
seven years the gold mining industry has
again come to the reseue of the State. One
shudders to think what would have been
the position in Western Australia had there
not been a revival in the gold mining in-
dustry during the last few wyears. I am
pleased to be associated with the Labour
CGovernment, hecause it is realised on the
goldfields that to a great extent it was due
to the Government's efforts that the goid
mining industry wus not allowed to peter
out. During the time when the gold mining
industry was passing through a period of
adversity, the Gavernment on several occa-
sions eame to its assistance. There was the
instanee of the Golden Horseshoe Company,
which was then baving difficulty in keeping
its operations going, until the Govermment
made available a sum of £50,000. Then
there was Wiluna, one of the greafest gold
producers and one of the greatest sources
of employment. The money was not actnally
advanced to Wiluna by the State Govern-
ment, but the State Government guaranteed
a sum of £300,000, which was advanced by
the Commonwealth CGlovernment for the pur-
pose of allowing the Wilnna company to
complete its operations and to bring about
the success it has since achieved, In addi-
tion we have the case of the Sons of Gwalia
mine, which at that time was supposed to
be worked out. Pessimists said there was
not suflicient gold-bearing ore with which to
carry on, but the CGovernment advanced
£75,000 to the company. Not the jeast pleas-
ing feature about it all is that the whole of
those several amounts have leen reimbursed
to the respeetive Governments, Common-
wealth and State. Some slight idea of the
importance of the gold mining industry to
this State ean bie gained by the fact that in
1929 there was a total of only 4,108 men
emploved in the industry, Yet, inside of
three vears, in 1932, when the revival of
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tbe industry took place, 7,983 men were em-
ployed in that industry. Coming to the lat-
€st complete figures available, namely, those
for 1935, we find that 15,549 men were
emploved in the industry, or an increase of
11,000 as against 1929, As I have said, one
shudders to think what the position of the
employment market in this State would have
been had all those additional 11,000 men,
absorbed in the geold mining industry, heen
thrown into the ranks of the unemployed.
And it must be remembered that not only
are the 15,000 men affected by being dir-
ectly employed in the gold-mining industry,
but in addition to them there are, in conse-
quence, large numbers of men provided with
employment in the various trades. The posi-
tion of the gold mining industry in this
State has vastly improved. We have the
Youanmi, which is regarded by those whoe
should know, as the coming Wiluna. Then
we have the Big Bell. In view of the money
to be invested there, it is probable that a
thousand men will be working on the pro-
perty within the next 12 months. Then we
have very favourable fields in Laverton and
in the Norseman district, where there is a
number of ore-bearing bodies which ean be
worked on a large scale, but which have
been uwnoecupied during the last two years
for lack of water. The Government have
now almost completed a pipe line from the
goldfields main to Norseman whieh will
give a great impetus to the gold mining in-
dustry in that district, employing many
more men and so relieving the unemploy-
ment matket. One phase ol the industry
which T would toueh upon to-day is the
alarming increase in the number of serious
and fatal accidents that are taking place
in the industrv. | have attended many
conferences of the miners themselves, and
so ] can say there is no one ecause to
which ean be attributed the alarming in-
crease in the number of men that have lost
their lives in the gold mining industry, One
theory which gains a certain amount of
public Eavour is that the accidents are
attributable to new ehums going fo work in
the mines. But when we search the records
of those who have lost their lives in the
mines sin¢e the beginning of this yvear, we
find it is not the new chums that have heen
killed, but nuwbers of men of many years
experience, notwithstanding which they have
sustained fatal injuries. Another belief put
forward is that there has been a sysfem of
speeding-up wmethods introduced into the

mines. Amongst men on contract work
many are prepared to serap safe-working
methods for the zake of extra tonnage and
extra footare. It is also said that the com-
panies, particulariy one company, have in-
troduced speeding-up methods, and it is held
that those methods have eaused a number of
fatalitics. 1t is appalling the number of
men who are being killed and maimed in the
mines. Conferences have been held befween
interested parties such as the Minister for
Mines, the Chawmber of Mines and the
AW.U, mining section, which conirols the
men working in the industry. Oui of the
first ronference, at any rate have come {wo
methods whieh will to some extent minimise
the number of accidents. The first is the
adoption of the eartridge system of firing.
Since that vonferenee wag held and the cart-
ridge svstem of firing has been made com-
pulsory, there has not been a single fatality
due to premature explosion. That is one of
the methods devised at the conference which
should almost iotally eliminate fatalities
from premature explosions. The other sav-
ing method is contained in an Aet passed by
Parliament which tmakes it compulsory for
all supervisors or underground foremen to
pass an examination to show that they have
the qualifications and the necessary experi-
ence to warrant their being placed in charge
of men working underground, That will to
a greak extent imbuee the men with confidence
that the people who are placed in charge of
them on the different shifts have had the
neeessary experience and the requisite quali-
fications to direct the work. The proposal
of goldficlds members, one that T hope will
be supported hy this party, is to introduce
amendments to the Mines Regnlation Act
during the current session. T hope this will
have the effect of still further redueing the
number of fatalities and serious aceidents.
The next point T wish to refer to deals with
the necessity for a Fair Rents Act for the
zoldlields if not for the whole State.

Myr. Raphael: Make it one to cover the
State,

My, STYANTS: It will remain Ffor the
Assembly to sax whether it should cover the
whole State or apply only to the goldfields=.
Tf any member of this Chamber made in-
quiries on the goldficlds lie would soon pealise
the neceszity: for a Fair Rents Act there. I
would be pleased to show any member houses
that have been built in Kalgoorlie for 30
years, They are for the most part ante-
deluvian in type consisting of weatherboard
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and serap ivonr.  They have four rooms, and
lack the convenience of a bathroom or wash-
house where the lousewife ¢an do her wash-
ing, Rentals of up to £2 a week ave being
charged for premises of this type although
many of them were bought =some six years
aga for £70 or £81). IMany people shy at the
sngwestion of fair rents legislation and
visnalise something in the nature of eon-
fiscation, That is not my idea of a Fair
Rents Act. 1f a person is prepared to in-
vest £400 or £500 in building a home on the
goldficlds he shounld he allowed a fair and
equitable amount for interest on the money
invested. He should be allowed to make
provision forr depreciation, renovation, rates
amd taxes, ete, and to secure a fair re-
turn on the capital laid out. That, however,
is not the principle operating  on  the
woldticlds to-day. I gave evidenee hefore
the Basic Wage Commission only a few
months ago, and was able to show that for
4-roomed  houses  the extorfionate rental
of £2 a week was being charged. Con-
sequent wpon the debates of last session,
the Premier was good enough to mention
the matter to the Workers’ Homes Boarvd.
That hoard wisited the goldfields and de-
cided that the sccurities offered warranted
an extension of the activities of the hoavd
to the goldfields. Something like 40 homes
are in course of construction there as a con-
seynenee of the board’s deeision.  That, how-
ever, is only a drep in the occan. T was in-
formed by the postmaster at Walgoorlie some
fime ago that in the Kalgoorlie postal dis-
trict alone there are over 220 honses in which
more than one familvy s residing, This is
due, in many cases, to the fact that men on
the hasic wage, or anywhere within the mar-
ein of the hasie wage, are unable to pay the
rents asked for, and they have to double-
bank in the same houses. Thus two families
may he found living fogether, Another matter
which aifects workers on the goldfields, and
was dealt with by this Chamber last year,
is that of the exemption of the hasie wage
from the provisions of the Financial Emer-
gency legislation. Most members know that
the Basic Wage Commission sits annually
for the purpose of deelaring the sum of
money that, in its opinion, is sufficient to
hay the necessary commodities to keep a
man, his wife and two children in reason-
ahle comfort. The Commission divides the
State into four distriets. The Kalgoorlie
district, hecause of the high cost of living,
which i3 due to a great extent fo the high

rents being charged, has a basic wage of
£4 Gs. per week. In the metropolitan area
T think the basic wage is £3 10s. 6d., and
in the agricultural and pastoral areas I think
it 1= £3 1ls. Gd. Legislation was passed
during the last session of Parliament pro-
viding for exemption in the caze of a man
carning £3 125, a week. This covered the
husic wage in all districts except the gold-
fields. 1 helieve there was a measure initi-
ated in this Clamber, but rejected in an-
other place, providing for the exempfion of
the basic wage from the operation of the
finaneial emergency tax in all portions of
the State. That would have brought in the
worker on the goldfields. As things are to-
lay, the worker on the goldficlds is not suh-
jecl to that exemptien, wherveas the warker
in every other part of the State is subject
o it and does not pay the tax. Tt is a most
invidious distinetion, and I can see no justi-
fieation for it. The fact that the man on
the hasie wage in Kalgoorlie reseives £4 6s.
a week is no indication that he is any better
off than the man in the metropolitan area
who receives £3 10s. 6d. T could prove to
any impartial person that the reverse is the
case. The trouhle is that whilst the worker
in every other part of the State is exempt
from this particular tax, the man on the basic
wage on the goldfields is still subject to it.
I sinecrely hope that some measure will be
passed ensuring that goldfields workers will,
at any rate, he placed in the ~ame category
as workers in other parts of the Stare with
regard fo financial emergeney taxation. In
slancing over Ilis Execllenev’'s Speech my
eve was canght by the pavaeraph relating
to the pastoral industry. In the northern
zoldfields aren that industry has been pass-
ing through the same bad times as in the
north-enstern  portion.  Around Laverton
and Leonora, erosion of the =oil iz alarming,
Tn fact, the couniry is blowing about in
clonds of dust. For the first time within
my memory, cxtending over 20 years, mulga
and gum trees have been destroved as the
result of drought. Morecover, seriously men-
acing the pastoral industry on the gold-
lields. a pest has been introdueed from the
Eastern States—the Bathurst burr, of which
most hon. members will know something.
This pest has hecn carried over from the
East by sheep; and if it is not checked
promptly, it will have the effect of exter-
minating the pastoral industry not only on
the northern goldfields hut also in other
portions of the State, to which it will
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assuredly spread. Numbers of stock are on
free range within a short distanee of Kal-
goorlie, and from time to time they are
trucked to the agricultural areas. It is im-
possible to find any heast—cow or horse or
sheep—which, having been on free range
within 135 miles of Kalgoorlie, does not carry
the burr in its mane or on the hair around
the fetlocks or on the tail; in the case of
sheep the wool is filled with the acenrsed
burr carryving the seed. In my opinion, the
present is the time when the pest can be
curtailed within a radiug of 20 miles of
Kalgoorlie: and it is up fo the Agrieultural
Department to secure the evadication of the
pest in  those districts, otherwise it will
assuredly spread over the whole of the State.
Another matter I wish to deal with is that
of unemployment. When the Labour Gov-
ernment iook office in 1933, 13,645 men were
unemployed in Western Australia. On the
30th June of this year that number had
been reduced to 8,065; and a nost
pleasing feature of the position is that of
those 8,065 men, only 8 per cent. are actnally
recciving sustenance. The others are em-
ployed, for the money they receive, on re-
produetive work. Probably one could speak
for a couple of hours on the unemployment
question, but I do not propose to do that,
for T feel certain that the Government fully
realise the seriousness of the position, realise
that whilst there are 8,000 inhabitants of the
State not being employed on full time, not
in industry as revenue earners to the full
extent of their power, there can be no real
prosperity here, Though it may not be pos-
sible to get all those men back on full time
immediately, I feel sure there will be a con-
siderable improvement in the condition of
our part-time workers as the result of this
session of Parliament. Yet another matter
to which I desire to refer is that of hospital
accommodation in the Kalgoorlie distriet.
It is impossible to imagine a greater con-
traption of decrepit old buildings than those
which constitute the Government Hospital
in Kalgoorlie. I refer particularly to the
maternity ward of that hospital. Something
will have to be done promptly in eonnec-
tion with that ward. Unfortunately I was
for six weeks recently an inmate of the
Kalgoorlie Government Hospital, and the
condition of the maternity ward was then
brought under my notice. After becoming
convalescent I inspected that ward with the
matron of the hospital, and I am convinced
that it is no credit to any authority either

[2)

in Australia or in any other part of the
world. T understand that the Health De-
partment do propose to effect some altera-
tions in the maternity ward. Existing con-
ditions there necessitate that a mother shall
be moved as many as three times from the
period of the confinement until she leaves
the institution—this for the purpose of mak-
ing accommodation available for other
patients coming in. Such a state of affairs
is nothing short of deplorable. I propose
to conelude by saving that, in my view, sus-
tenance or part-time work for unemployed
is the most serious problem which this Par-
liament will bave to deal with in the coming
session. I have read “Hansard” closely, and
I believe that members sitting in Opposis
tion regard it as a non-party matter to
get the whole of our adult population back
into profitable employment. With the assist-
ance of the Opposition, and with the de-
velopment of our seecondary industries, our
forestry, and our mining, I feel convinced
that within a very short period—probably
before the life of this Parliament expires—
part-time work will be entirely eliminated
in Western Australia.

MR. RAPHAEL (Vietoriz Park) [3.56]:
I formally second the motion.

On wmotion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troyv—Mt. Magnet) [3.57]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesdayr next at 4.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.58 p.m.



